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State has always a right to the timber for his
own personal and domestic use, and this Bill
in Clause 5 preserves this right. No regua-
tions will 'be drafted by the Forest Depart-
ment without consultation with the Under See-
rotary for Mines and the State Mining Engin-
eer. That assurance will he placed on the file.

Hon. J. EWING: No real effort has been
made to meet the situation. The State Mining
Engineer was consulted previously and a policy
was carried out which was detrimental to thn
mining industry at Greenbushes. The industry
is heavily handicapped and the wages that are
being paid for sluicing make it difficult to
carry on. I should like to press the amend-
ment. The tin-niining industry in Greenbushes
is of more value to the State than the timber
existing on that area. As those engaged in
the timber industry are seriously handicapped
through the -regulations that are enforced,
surely I am Tright in asking the Committee to
endeavour to find a solution of the difficulty.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The Stats
MJining Engineer says that it is necessary that
the State foreqts should he placed under skilled
supervision, iii order that the best may be
made of themn, not only for present hut for
future mining requirements and, therefore, it
would not be advisable to remove them from
the operations of the Forest Department alto-
gether. The Minister -for Forests has given an
undertaking that the administration of the
Forests Bill would be carried out subject to
the concurrence of the Minister for Mines.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: The assurance of
the State Mining Engineer is worth something.
We should press this request, I think, and I
hope when the conference is held there will be
a reasonable spirit shown. I do not accept the
Government's assurance because it is compara-
tively worthless. For the -present I support
the request in order to support it at the con-
ference, if one takes place.

Hon. G-. J. G. IV. MILES: I do not think it
matters whether we press the request or not.
We shall be having a conference.

Hon. X. W. K~IRWAN; With the greatest
respect for the opinion of the Stats Minking
Engineer, in this instance I accept the view
of two mining men deeply concerned, Mr. A. E.
Morgans and Mr. Frank Moss.

Question put and negatived; the amend-
ment pressed.

No. 24-Add a new clause, to stand as
Clause 76, as follows :-"The provisions of
Section 24 of this Act in relation to the issue
of 'hewing permits shall have effect from -the
commencement of this Act until the thirtieth
day of June, one thousand nine hunderd and
twenty-three, and no longer":

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I propose
to treat this as consequential, and I move--

That the amendment he pressed.
Question put and passed; the amendment

pressed.
Resolutions reported, the report adopted,

and a Message accordingly returned to the
Assembly. .

House adjourned 2.50 a.m. (Friday).

legislative Bssemblg,
Thursday, 19Sthi December, 1918.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

[For ''Questions on Notice'' see "Votes
and Proceedings.' ]

QUESTION-RAILWAY CROSSING
10 KEEPER WOOLTOBTON.

Mr. GREEN (without notice) asked the
Minister for Railways: Is he aware that
Railway Crossing Keeper, H, S. Wooltorton,
of Kalgoorlie, concerning whom the union
cited a ease before the Arbitration Court,
with the result that the court decided that a
breach of the award had been made by the
Commissioner of Railways, has been notified
by the Railway Department that unless he
signs an agreement to work below the stand-
ard rate he cannot resume work!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No, I
am not aware of it; but I will make in-
quiries.

BILL-VERMIN.
Request for Conference.

Message received from the Council agreeing
to a conference on the alternative proposed
by the Council to No. 7 of the amendments
originally 'made to the Vermin Bill to which
alternative the Assembly had not agreed
though agreeing to the otter requirements oy
the Council; and notifying that Hon. C. F.
B~axter (HoInorary Minister), Hon. V. Ham-
ersley, and Hon. J. J1. Holmes had been ap-
pointed Managers for the Council at the con-
ference.

BILL-ROADS CLOSURE.
Read a third time and transmitted to the

Council.

BILL-WATER BOARDS ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 6th December.
Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.42]: As

explained by the Minister for Works in mov-
ing the second reading of this Bill, the prin-
cipal -Act fixes a maximum amount of rate
that can be levied by the hoard in any dis-
trict in respect of any water undertaking at
2s. In some districts mentioned by the Min-
ister-roome is one-it has been found that
the -mahimnum of 29. does not suffice to enable
the board to carry on aud meet obligations.
Accordingly this Bill seeks to remove the 2s.
limit. The objection I have to the Bill is that,
whilst giving the power necessary in the town
indicated by the Minister, the measure also
gives unlimited power to nil the water boards
of the State to increase their rates as much
as they please. The Bill provides no limit, and
I do not think it desirable that the Houpa
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should give an absolutely free hand to water
boards. During the time I was at the Water
Supply Department my experience was that
the trouble with boards controlling water
schemes was that they were not inclined to
levy rates high enough to enable them to meet
their obligations to the Government in respect
to payment of interest and sinking fund.
After all, therefore, there is no very great
danger in granting the boards power to rate
themselves to an unlimited extent. All the
same, I think we ought to insert a maximum
limit of say 3s., and I suggest that the mea-
sure be amnended accordingly in Committee.
With that intimation I support the second
reading of the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Rion. W.
J. George - ?dlirray-Wellington-in reply)
[4.45]1: 1 an' quite in accord with the hon.
member when he says that we should not re-
move all limit. I think that when in Commit-
tee we might restrict the rating to 3s. The
two particular eases to be brought forward are
those of Broonme and Caurnarvon. Both those
places have been, somewhat unfortunate. At
Broome the bore has petered out and at Car-
narvon the pipes have bee,, perforated. It is
necessary that the Government should come to
the assistance of both water boards. Not a
penny will be spent by the Government until.
we have a satisfactory agreement signed by
those people. I have very strong views in re-
gard to representations mnade by corporations
to the Gover-nment for assistance, but in thin
case there will he no occasion for anxiety, be-
cause I have the assurance of the representa-
tives of both places that they will back up the
Government.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a- second time.

In Committee.
Mr. Stubbs in thle Chiair; the Minister for

Works in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Power to levy i-ate in excess of

2s. in the pound:
H-on. P1. COLLIER: I nmove an amend-

nient-
That after ''rate'' in line 5 "'not'' be

inserted.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: Two shillings has

been deemed sufficient in the past. The hon.
member now proposes to make it 3s. I am
afraid it will lead to extravagance on7 the part
of some boards. I think the proposal should
he restricted to Broome and Carnarvon.

The MINTSTER FOIT WORKS: At
Broome it will take from 8d. to 9d. in the
pound to enable them to meet the extra
interest necessitated by the expenditure
on the bore, and unless the Government fand
the money to alter tile bore, Broome will he
without water. Tt wilt take a similar in-
crease in rates to enable the Carnarvon board
to meet its indebtedness. The department
has no knowledge of any other place desiring
to increase existing rates. I have no objec-
tion to the inclusion of the names of Broome
and Carnarvon, but if we do that, and -if
afterwards Some other place gets into similar

trouble, we shall have to bring down another
Bill. The position is sufficiently safeguarded.

Mr. MUNSIE: I have no particular objec-
tion to the amendment, hut I fail to see why
the suggestion of the Minister to include
Broome and Carnarvon should not be carried
out. Seeing that two districts bays applied
for permnissioni to increase their rating, I
think they should be specified in the Bill. If
it is left open, other boards may unjustifi-
ably increase their rating.

Hen. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister): I amt pretty sure the Minister will
shortly have a similar application fronm the
water board at Port l9edland. There is no
danger in leaving the clause open for anl in-
crease in rating. No board would unneces-
sarily increase its rating.

Honl. P. COLLIER: I can endorse the re-
mnnrks of the Honorary Minister. The trouble
I found when Minister was that we had no
power to compel the boards to increase their
,-ates to cover their obligations. In many
eases we hadl to remove boards and take over
the schemes ourselves. These boards are comn-
posed of taxpayers, and they call be relied
upon not to over-rate themselves. Therefore,
there is no reason why we should restrict
this to Broonme and to Carnarvon. I have
never known of any community in the State
which would tax themselves in order to meet
their obligations to the Government.

]Teon. T1. MITCHELL: I do not view this
matter lightly. T have no doubt that Broome,
Carnarvou, and Port!, Hedland would give
almost anything to get a water supply, and
probably it is necessary that the ratepayers
there sh~ould pay more than 2s. I hlope, hlow-
ever, the Committee will not take the view
put forward by the leader of tlhe Opposition.
We are constantly putting new burdens of
taxation on the people. We might as well
amend this clause to provide for increasing
the rent of meters to £2 2s. instead of los.
We should be earef ul about giving local
authorities greater powers than they possess
to-day.

Amnendmient put and passed; the clause, as
amiended, agreed to.
Title-agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, and the re-
port adopted.

BILL-STATE Cff{ILDREN ACT AMEND-
ME NT.

Second Reading.
lion. R. HT. UNDE4 RWOOD (Honorary Min-

ister-Pilbara) [5.5] in moving the second
reading said: It is not altogether the fault
of the Government that the Bill comes be-
fore the House so late in the session. It was
introduced at the beginning of the session
in another place and referred to a select com-.
mittee. Although it is late in the session
J think I eca safely say that the Bill has, to
a considerable extent, already been before
memnbers. The whole question has been be-
fore them and the public for some few
months past, through the medium of the
Press, and the evidence which has been given
before the select committee. This is really
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only the continuation of existing legislation.
The legislation in regard to children is, to an
extent, Dew in all countries. The Act of
1907 made considerable improvements in the
conditions which existed prier; to that year.
This is really a continuation of the Act of
1907.

Mr. Mnnsie: With a few amendments.
Hon. Rt. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-

ister): I think that most bon. members will
admit that these amendments will be for the
benefit of the children.

Mr. Munsie: I do not know about the
special magistrate being of much benefit to
them.

Hen. R. HI. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister): Sonic time ago provision was
made that women should be appointed to sit
on this court. I am rather pleased that I was
a member of the Government which first in-
troduced the principle of women serving on
this bench. We have had three or four years
of trial of this principle, and I think I can
safely say that the women of the court have
done really good work. We could with abso-
lute safety now put such a provision into the
Act. We could almost go further and say
that we would extend that advantage to the
appointment of women as full justices of the
peace. The work they have done on this
court proves their ability for this class of
work. The new principles contained in the
Bill are chiefly in regard to the employment
of children. Generally speaking, we have
fixed the age, when the child may be em-
ployed, at 14 years and that is young enough
in my opinion. Many of us have had to work
before that age and I do not think it was a
fair thing. In regard to children engaged
in performances, such as theatres and shows,
we have fixed the age at 16.

Hon. W! C. Angwin: Why has the age for
employment in racing stables been fixed at
14 and for performances in a theatre at 16?

Hon. Rt. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister): The jockey in a racing stable is learn-
ing his trade. A boy should make a start
there at the same time its hie is obliged to do
in a factory. The reason why the age is put
up in the case of theatres and other perform-
ances. is because the children might stratin
their voices if they arc singers, and it takes
.away from then, the delightful charm of
childhood that we all love so much. For that
reason alone the Bill is worth passing. It is
desired to prevent people from employing
children in shows and absolutely unfitting them
for other work, and in most eases spoiling
any genius they might have been born with.
We are not prohibiting children from occasion-
ally performing in public for other purposes
than for nrofit. School children may sing in the
choir and may give tableaux. That is not pro-
hibited, and ais a mnattes' of fact it could be'encouraged without injuring the children.
Those we are aiming at are those permanently
employed in theatres and shows. of that de-
scription. In regard to racing stables, there
are thousands of the Australians who served
in Palestine who, had their early training in
racing stAbles. The racing stable affords prob-
ably the strictest apprenticeship that a boy

could submit to. To become an expert horse-
man it is necessary to start reasonably young.

Mr. O'Loghleu: They are the hardest task
masters there are,

Ron. Rt. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister): I do not think it is necessary to make
a long speech. ,The Bill is entirely a non-
party one. It has been considered not only by
the Government, but is recommended by the-
Children's Protection Society. Whatever fad7
dial, ways these people may have we must
recognise that they are sincerely endeavouring
to better the conditions of the children of this
State. The clause in regard to the court has
been somewhat discussed. It reads to the effect
that if a parent, or the department, makes
application, the court may reconsider any order
that is made. This is an entirely new de-
parture in regard to court procedure. The
court having once decided a matter, it is not
usual for it to go back to that court, but to,
somne other tribunal. As things stand now the
Minister exercises the prerogative of mercy.

Hon. P. Collier: And should retain it, too.
Hon. Rt. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-

ister):± It is retained in this Bill. The Minis-
ter can act on his own without the court.
Should hie not feel inclined to act and consider
that his knowledge is not sufficient, the matter
can go 'hack to the court. There is a fear that
the court having given a decision will not
alter it. I do not think there is any danger
of that. The court recognises as we have to
recognise, that there is an enormous difference
between a child and an adult. A child of 10
or 12 years of age may be absolutely incor-
rigible. In a couple of years' time that child
may be entirely altered, and the court has
more opportunity of inquiring into the actual
condition of the child than the Minister has.
As a matter of fact, hon. members will agree
that a Minister is fairly busy and has not
the time to make close inquiries about many of
these ehildren, and in doing what we propose
wye are doing something which is absolutely
safe. In regard to the special magistrates,
the position for the time being will be that
police magistrates in various places will be
appointed special magistrates.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That is not the inten-
tion of the Bill.

Hon. Rt. ITf. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister) : The provisions of the Bill will enable
the Government to work on those lines. If
the Government in their wisdom think it to
the advantage of the children of this country
to appoint special magistrates, they should
have the power to do so.

Mr. Munsie: It is not an altogether good
thing to have newspaper editors as special
magistrates.

Hon. R. HT. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Mdin-
ister) : I do not know why the bon. member
should say that.

Mr. Munsie: It is here in the Bill.
Ron. It. H. UNDERWOOD (H4onorary Min-

ister): I will say that Mr. Lovekin has spent
more money in assisting children than most of"
the men in this House.

Hion. P. Collier: He may have done so.
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Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Mlin-
later): Anyhow, I will promise that Mr. Love-
krin will not be one of the special magistrates.

Hon. P. Collier: You will get through much
easier if you do.

Hon. R It. UNDERWOOD (Honorary Min-
ister): It is provided in the Bill that eases in
which claims are made for the support of ille-
gitimate children shall be tried in the Child-
man's Court. Women who are prosecuting men
-at the present tuine have to go to the police
court and there are many of them who do not
care to do that. It is provided that those eases
-may be tried in the Chidren's Court. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
On motion by Hon. W. C. Angwia debate

:adjourned.

13TL-DIS CIARGED SOLDIERS'
SETTLEMENT.

Council's Amendments.
Schedule of nine amendments made by the

Legislative Council now considered.

In Committee.
Mr. Btubbs in the Chair; the Premier in

ehargo of the Bill.'
No. 1. Clause 4, paragraph (a) .- Strike out

the words "during the present war or within
two years after the termination thereof":

The PREMIER: This provision is in all the
Acts dealing Sith the settlement of soldiers in
the other States. It is necessary that there
should he some limitation of the period during
which tho measure shall apply to depeadants
who may desire to make application for land.
I do not agree with the proposal that the
period should be struck out. Theref ore, I
'Move-

That the amendment be not made.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I agree there should be

some limitation of time. At the same time I
question whether two years is not too short a
period. I would suggest that we might amend
the amendment further by increasing the
period to four or five years.

Mr. MUNSIE: I hope the amendment will
be agreed to. 'We are providing for the de-
pendants in this clause, and it may happen
'that soldiers' children at the conclusion of the
war may be in the stage of infancy, and. 20
years later may desire to take up land. They
should not be debarred from coming within the
scope of the Bill.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: An important point
is whether money will be available 20 years
hence. I think a limit should be imposed here.
But I agree with the leader of the Opposition
that the time is rather short. We might make
it four or five years.

The PREMIER: With these words struck
out, there will be considerable difficulty in ad-
ministering the measure. A dependant must
have been wholly or partially dependent upon
the earnings of the deceased person during a
period within 12 months of his appointment as
-an officer or of his enlisting. Again, a child
-might have been born after the father's enlist-
mneat. It would be a pity to send the Bill back

now. However, personally I have no objee-,
tion to the limit of five years.

Mr, MULLANY -. I trust the Committee will
not agree to the Council's amendment. I
would be prepared to go to five years, which
I think is quite far enough to go, however.
If necessary, the measure can be amended
later. Under the 20 years limit suggested by
the member for Hannans, men would be com-
ing forwvard with claims half a century hence.

Mr. ANGELO. flow long is the promnise of
the F'ederal Government of a loan of £500 to
each returned soldier to continue in existence?
Surely there must be some time limit.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not made.

No. 2. Clause 4-Strike out Subelause 2:
The PREMIER: I do not like this amend-

ment, which I consider dangerous. I move-
That the amendment be not made.

Mr. TROY: I support the Council 's amend-
ment. We know that during the course of this
war men hare been crimed for very small mat-
ters. I would not like to see a returned soldier
who bad been. discharged for, say, petty disro-
spect to an officer, penalised under this mea-
sunre.

Mr. MONEY: The amendment may have
been made by another place in consequence of
misinterpretation. Discharge for misconduct
would not disqualify a soldier from benefiting
under this measure. The land settlement board
must also certify that the soldier ought not to
benefit,

Mr. PICIKERZNG:- I support the Council's
amendment, having opp9osed this provision in
the original Bill,

.Mr. Durack: Is it competent for us to
move an alternative amendment?

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot accept any
modification of the amendment before the
chair.

Question put and passed; the council'Is
amendment not made.

No. .3. Clause 5--Add a new subclause, te
stand as Subelause (3), as follows: "The
board shall select its own chairman from the
members thereofy"

The PREMIER: I have no objection to the
Council's proposal. I move-

That the amendment be made.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment mnade.
No. 5-Clause 10, insert a new clause, to

stand as Subelanse (4), as follows-"lTbe
power of resumnption ceuferredI on the Gover-
nor by Section 4 of the Land Act Amendment
Act, 1006, may be exercised to enable land
so resumed to be disposed of to discharged
soldiers for agricultural, grazing, or pastoral
purposes'' :

The PREMIER: This clause deals with the
appointment of officers, inspectors, valuers,
and so forth; and the Council has proposed
that in this connection preference shall be
given to discharged soldiers. I move--

That the amendment he not made.
Honi. P. COLLIER:. It seems to me the

amendment constitutes a direct insult to the
Government.

The Premier: I think so too,
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H-on. P. COLLIER: Another place is not
only amending our Acts, but is giving instruc-
tious as to how they are to be administered.
Where, are we going to end! Sorely the Coun-
cii is going beyond its province. I endorse the
principle of the amendment, but to put it in
here would be ridiculous.

Hon. 3. MITCHELL: The principle is in
operation to-day. If it were not, bon. mom-
hers would want to know why. It is absurd
to insert it here, Yet this House may be mis-
understood it 'we defeat the amendment.

Question put and passed, the Council's
amendment not made.

No. 5.-Clause, 10, insert a new subelause,
to stand as Subelause (4), as follows:-(4)
The power of resumptioni conferred on the
Governor by Section 4 of the Land Act Amend-
ment Act, 1906, may be exercised to enable
land so resumed to be disposed of to dis-
charged soldiers for agricultural, grazing, or
pastoral purposes:

The PREMIER: Apparently the Council
is not thoroughly seized of the position. Un-
der the power provided in the Land Act the
Governor may resume pastoral leases for agri-
cultural or mining purposes, or for purposes
of public utility. It is distinctly implied that
pastoral leases cannot be resumed for pas-
toral purposes. Now it is sought by the
amendment to provide that the power to re-
sunmc shall apply to land required fur pas-
toral purposes, to give the power to resume
pastoral leases and re-let them to soldiers as
pastoral leases. If this is to be done, special
machinery will have to'he provided. There is
no provision for compensation, no question of
purchasing the stock on the leasa: The amend-

mnent takes away all security which the pas-
toral lessee has bad in the past- The pastoral
lessees took up their land under the provisions
of the Land Act in the full knowledge that
the provision for resumption for agrieulturalI
purposes could not be exercised, bbeause the
land is not fit for agricultural purposes. The
matter should be dealt with only after care-
ful consideration to ensure that the interests
of the lessees are fully protected. If the
clause is agreed to, as hero proposed, it will
mean that the land can be resumed under the
Land Act , which, however, contains nto mach-
inery for dealing with pastoral leases. This
may do a grave injustice to a large body of
men who have pioneered anid opened up this
State. I hope the Committee will not agree
to the amendment.

Mr. Munsme: It will go through all -right.
They have put their foot in it, and we will
keep it there.

The PREMIER: I move-
That the amendment be not made.

Mr. TEESDALE: I am sorry to hear the
interjection of the member for Hannans. It
indicates that he is not prepared to look at
the matter in a feir and impartial manner.
If a better feeling is to be created betweea
certain classes of society in this State we
must rid our minds of feeliags of that
nature. This is a positive injustice to the
pastoralist, and I think another place must
have been chloroformed at the time they

passed it. They could have had no idea of
'the hardships and injustices involved in the'
proposal. Fastoralists in the past have had
many hardships to put up with. In the north
they have had to wait a whole year for a
schooner to bring them sustenance. Some of
them have broken down in health as the
result of what they have gone through.

Ron. W. C. Augwin: Do you think the sol-
diers should be kept out of these areas?

Mr. TEESDALE: Though there is little I'
would not do for the returned soldier, I think
there are other people also to be considered.
This clause will open up the way to repay-
ing those who have wrested this land from
the desert and made it productive. Beeaus*-
a man has been able to get together a little
for his old age as the result of isi work in:
these outback areas, he should not be made-
a butt for this kind of legislation.

Mr. ANGELO: There have been some ex-
traordinary amendments from another place-
during the last few weeks, but this caps them
all. They are asking us to agree to a policr,
of repudiation and to tear up scraps of
paper. Even the Labour Government do not
go as far as that.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We have to do a lot
for the men who fought for us.

Air. ANGELO: Many of the financial
houses in London and in Australia have been
built uip through the pastoral industry. If
this is carried the security of these pastoral
leases will not be worth the paper they are
written on. I remember when the Labour
Government were in office that questions
were asked from London as to the value of
these pastoral leases for security purposes,
and the reply was sent that time Labour
Party was compused of men of honour and
that the leases would not he repudiated.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.80 p.m.
[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Progress reported.
Sitting suspended from 7.33 to 8.10 p.m.

BILL-VERMIN.
Conference Managers' Report.

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT (Honorary in-
ister) [8.11.: 1 have to state that the man-
aigers of the Assembly met in conference-
with the managers of the Council, and con-
sidered amendment No. 7 in the Vermin Bill,
and have agreed that the alternative amend-
ment proposed by the Council be withdrawn
and that the original amendment be not
pressed. I move-

That the report be adopted.
M41r. SPEAKER: I have received the follow-

ing Message from the Legislative Council-
The Legislative Council acquaints the

Legislative Assembly, in reiply to Message
No. 23, that in accordance with the report
of the managers' conference on the Vermin
1i2l, it withdraws its alternative amendment
to amendment No. 7 and the original amend-
ment No. 7.
Question put and passed.
Resolution reported, and the report adopted.



(19 DEmBn,19.118

BTLLr-ISOHARGED SOLDIERS'
SETTLEMENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from an earlier period of the
sitting; Mr, Stubbs in the Chair; the Pro-
mier in charge of the Bill.

Mr, ANGELO: I doubt if it would be a
legal action on the pert of the Government
to repudiate these pastoral leases.

Hon, P. Collier: You have no right to use
the word repudiation, lIt does not come into
this question.

Mr. ANGELO: It is the only word which
can be used in this connection. If the amend-
ment was so much desired, why was it not
brought in under the Land Act? It was on
the security of the pastoral leases that the
banks made advances to many people to en-
able them to start their stations. The only
value of these lenses is their tenure; take that
away and they become useless. If this amend-
ment goes through, the person it will hurt
most will be the poor squatter, the man who is
just starting. I am the last man to try to
do anything to prevent the returned soldier
getting his just dues. If there is a Class in
the community who deserves the best we can
give them, that class is the returned soldier.
There is no occupation that I would sooner
see him take on than grazing. There is any
amount of land available. I know of three
million acres between Hlamelin Pool end Ajann.
The other day I took three or four returned
soldiers to the Minister and those men have
taken up 100,000 acres each. All that they
want is an advance to enable them to bore for
-water. This land is within the artesian basin.
If my request on behalf of those men is car-
ried out and artesian water is found, there is
enough area. there to settle at least 80. That
is the kind of occupation I should like to see
these men enter upon. The amendment aims
at repudiation and nothing else. Therefore
I am not going to agree to it. Our friends
opposite occupied the Trensury bench for a con-
siderable time, but they never introduced legis-
lation of a character which aimed at repudia-
tion. If this amendment goes through, the
name of the National party in this State will
be damned for ever.

Mr. 0 'Logh len: Will you leave the partyl
Mr. ANGELO: I shall seriously consider it.
Mr. DRAPER: I have sufficient confidence

in hen, members to feel that they will not
willingly do an injustice to people if they
understand fully what the facts are. In an-
other place this clause was passed tinder a
slight misunderstanding. What influenced
members there was that they could not see
why a freeholder should be liable to have his
land resumed, and why a pastoral lessee
should he exempt when we were resuming
land for the benefit of returned soldiers. I
do not think hon. members considered what
were the original rights of pastoral lessees,
and they really desired to put those lessees
on the same basis as the freeholder whose
land was resumed. When a person takes up a
pastoral lease or buys one, he knows he is
buying it subject to the powers of resumptioii

which are contained in the lease and in the
Land Act. He does not presume or anticipate
that we are going to insert additional powers
of resumption in the Land Act without paying
him compensation, He has the right to assume
that because it is a principle of the law of
the British Dominions, we shall not take away
private rights without paying compensation.
That assumption is not made for the purpose
of benefiting the whole of the community,
but to confer some reward upon a class who
have been fighting for their country. It may
be worthy, but we should not deprive people
of their property in order to* confer a benefit
upon others unless we pay compensation. If
we take the argument that a. pastoral lessee
shall ho placed in the same position as the
owner of lend, and that ho shall be liable in
the same way as the owner who had his land
resumed, one cannot logically object to it.
Tbey are both on the same basis. If we are
going to put themn on the same plane, we must
give them the same rights of compensation. So
far as a landowner is concerned, We- cannot
resume his land unless he holds land of the
unimproved value of £05,000, anad if we do
resume his land, we must still leave him also
an amount of the unimproved value of £5,000.
That provision is lacking in the amendment.
Under this clause, no matter how many acres
a pastoral lessee holds, we may take the lot.
It is not a question of taking a certain portion
of land front the pastoral lessee because we
think he has too much, but we take the lot
end wye take the power to force him to sell his
stock and deprive him of his living. I submit
it is not a necessary or a fair power. When
we take the land away from the owner, we
must pay him for it because the Act under
which we take it away provides a certain
amount of compensation. 'We pay him and
leave a substantial balance. Hre is always
alowed to retain land iio the unimproved
value of £5,000. But that is not the way in
which the pastoral lessee is treated. Since his
lease is to be resumed in the same way as
freehold, we must in common fairness com-
pensate the pastoraliat. This provision, un-
altered, will do more damage. to the small pas-
toralist. than to the big pastoralist.

Mr. 0 Loghlen: I do not think your symi-
pathy is with the small man, anyway.

Mr. DRAPER: In this connection I have
no sympathy with either the small man or
the large man. A Minister could mnore to
modify this clause so as to provide compensa-
tion for the pastoralist. I earnestly appeal
to the Committee to consider the seriousness
of the matter.

Mr. TROY: The last speaker is unduly pes-
simistic as to the position in -wbich the carry-
ing of this amendment will place the pastor-
alist. The hon. member says it will mean
confiscation. But the Bill provides that the
Government shall have power to resume agni-
cultural land;, and if such agricultural lends
carry no improvement, where is the value?
Twelve months' notice will litre to be given
to the pastoralist, and a description of the
land resumed is to he laid before Parliament
at least 30 days before possession is taken.
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Moreover, selectors on pastoral leases are
bound to pay for improvements. Members op-
posite only a few months ago were telling
every man that it was his duty to leave this
country and fight for their possessions. Their.
present conduct is absolutely conscienceless.

Mr. Teesdale: Oh, cut out the sentiment.
Mr. TROY: That rebuke conies well from

the hon. member, who is quite willing to place
the soldiers on a sand patch at Riverton, but
is not willing to place thenm on the pastoral
Areas of the north, He says, ''Put the sol-
diers anywhere, but hands off the pastoral
areas of Western Australia!'' The member
for Gascoyne made a moat passionate appeal,
and did that which I think is entitled to the
censure of the House, playing on the feelings
of members by forecasts of what the financial
institutions might do. If we confiscated the
pastoral leaseholds, the hon. member sug-
gested, financial chaos would ensue. The hon.
member is quite willing to send the soldiers
to the Gascoyne River to grow bananas, but
they must not touch the pastoral areas. The
land on the Gascoyne River to which the
hon. member has referred, is so well
situated that it would have been taken
uip years ago but for its disadvantages.
There was no necessity for the Premier to tell
us anything about the pastoralists, because
probably some of us know them better than he
does. I am as wvell disposed towards the pas-
toralists as is any other member, I know many
of them, and some of them I call my friends.
Still, I should not he doing my duty if I voted
to give them a monopoly of the pastoral lands
for all time. Rather is it my duty to see that
the pastoral country is carrying as large a
population as it can.

The Colonial Treasurer: How much are you
going to advance to these soldiers9

Mr. TRtOY: The soldier who goes on to a
pastoral area of reasonable size will require
less assistance than the soldier on an agricul-
tural area.

Mr. Morsie: If we are going to advance
£2,000 to one we must advance it to all.

Mr. TROY: There never was a proposition
worth while without some objection. On a
resumed agricultural proposition the soldier
will require much more than £500. There are
pastoralists who went on to their lenses bare-
foot, and made good; and if one can do
it another can. If I had my way I would
throw these pastoral lands open to everybody,
soldier and civilian alike.

Mr. Plesse: Not regardless of rightsl
Mr. TROY: Well, of course not. There have

been more lobbying and whipping over this
measure than over any other measure for years
past. I would not agree to resumption with-
out full compensation for improvements, and a
little for disturbance, notwithstanding that the
latter provision is not made in regard to the
resumption of agricultur-al lands. If the Pre.
mier stands for no party and no interest, as he
said, what is his objection to agreeing to this
proposal? The Prem~ier also made promises to
the returned soldier. I want to see the present
holders of these pastoral areas get fair com-
pensation, and it therefore cannot be Maid that

I am prepared to do the pastpralists an injus-
tie. It is accusing the pastoralist of selfish-
ness to say that he is not prepared to give a
fair deal to the returned soldier. I urge bon.
members to stand by the amendment made in
its wisdom by the Council.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I feel sure
the Coun~il must have been under the impres-
sion that the pastoral lessee would be entitled
to compensation for the damage he might suffer
under this proposal. By the law, as it stands,
there will be no adequate form of compensa-
tion and, indeed, it may be argued that there
is none at all. This amendment purports to
amend Section 4 of the Laud Act, 1906, which
gives the Governor power from time to time
to resume land comprised in pastoral leases,
Sections 109 and 146 also applying. Section
109 relates mostly to the land in the South-
Wecst division, and nothing contained in it
amounts to compensation. Section 146 refers
to the fact that an agricultural area or reserver
would have to be declared before the lessee
could receive from the Minister fair value for
his, improvements, etc. It seems to me that
under Section 146, if the land is resumed for
soldier settlement purposes, no compensation
can be claimed. Of course the Committee
would not tolerate this, and it could not be
intended by the Council. I agree that there
is no pastoral lessee in Western Australia who,
if his land was wanted for the purposes of
soldier settlement, would not be glad to hand
it over on receipt of fair and reasonable comn-
pensation. I suggest that the Council's
amendment bc Amended by Adding the follow-
ing words:-' whereupon the pastoral lessee
shall be entitled to compensation for land for
loss or damage sustained thereby.''

The CHAIRMAN: I cannot accept that as
an amendment now because the Premier has
moved that the Council's amendment be not
agreed to. That amendment will first have to
be disposed of.

The Premier: I should like to withdraw it.
Mr. TROY: The Premier cannot withdraw

the amendment without the leave of the Com-
mittee. The best thing to do is to adopt the
Council's amendment and then add the words
desired.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I was refused per-
mission to amend No. 1.

The CHAIRMAN: I Would refer hen. mem-
bers to Section 46 of the Constitution Act, as
follows:-

In the ease of a proposed Bill, which,
according to law, must have originated in
the Legislative Assembly, the Legislative
Council may at any stage return it to the
Legislative Assembly with a Message re-
questing the omission or amendment of any
items or provisions therein; and the Legis-
lative Assembly may, if it thinks fit, made
such omissions or amendments, or any of
thenm, with or without modifications,

The member for Mount Magnet is quite right
in saying that if the Premier's motion is de-
feated the Attorney General can add the words
he proposes.

The PREMIER: My motion was that the
Council's amendment be not agreed to.
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The CHAIRMAN: If the Committee dis-
agree with that, the amendment proposed by
the Attorney General can then be made.

Mr. DUTRACK: It seems to me that by the
amendment wve propose to override an Act
of Parliament which received deliberate "oa-
sideratioui front Parliament. If zueli a thin~g
as titat can happen, the sooner an alteration
is made to remedy that condition of affairs
the better. The member for Roebourne re-
ferred to the discomforts the older settlers
have had to put uip with. Although I have
had to bear the heat and burden of the day
ink the northern parts of the State, k dto not
intend to deal with the personal aspect of
the matter, but I do say that wheni the pas-
toralists went to the North they went there
prepared to put up with discomfort, but
in the belief that they would receive fair
treatment under the Jaws of thle country. If
for a moment they thought they were going
to be unjustly treated in any way I do not
suppose very few of them would have
dreamt of putting in 80 years there. We
have sufficient trust in the laws to know
that we shall be protected. I would be pre-
pared to agree to the suggestion o± the mem-
-ber for Mount Magnet, but rather than deal
with the question at this particular moment
I would favour that a short Act be put
through.

.Mr. Troy: I suggest that we put this
through now and next year amend the Land
Bill giving the right to claim compensation.

Mr. DURACK: The Government might
bring down a measure to meet the position
and the question could then be fully dis-
cussed. I would also point out that the
hiolders of lcases have made improvements to
-meet the conditions of increasing herds.
Many station holders have put up wool
-sheds costing thousands of pounds, and ex-
tensive yards in excess of requirements. It
we are going to take away this land front
them now, the expense which has been in-
curred will have been for no purpose.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If mem-
bers vote against the Premier's suggestion,
they therefore accept tbe amendment from
the Legislative Council without modification,
I want hon. members to accept the amend-
ment with the modification. We can do that
or reject the amendment.

Mr. TROY: Section 40 of the Constitu-
tion Act provides that the Assembly may, if
it thinks fit, make such omissions or amend-
itents with or without modification. In that
case there is nothing to prevent us taking
the Premier's motion first and then modify-
ing the amendment. If an amendment can
be accepted and then can be modified, it
follows that the amendment can be accepted
first and that the modification can be made
Inter. The proper course is to deal with the
motion moved by the Premier and then we
can consider the Attorney General's proposed
modification, Of course I cannot bind this
side of the House.

Mr, NAIRN: What would be the position
if thp Committee miefused to carry the Pre-

iller 's motion, and agreed with the Coun-
cil's amendment, which then wold become
law, dud if we then carried the further
amendment of the Attorney General modify-
ing the Council's amendment, and if then the
Council refused to accept the modification i

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Government
would not resume any area then.

'rho CHAIRMAN: The Chairman would
report to the Speaker that the Committee
tad agreed to certain of the Council's amend-
ments with a modification, and a message to
that effect would go to the Council, and if
they did not. agree to our modification the
Bill would be gone.

Mr. TROY: I agree with your reply to
the mnember for Swan, Sir, but if the amend-
mnent is accepted and modified, and the mnodi-
fication goes to another place, and. that
place rejects the modification,- then the
Speaker will role that, this being a money
Bill, the amendment cannot be pressed and
the Bill will be lost. Members are faced with
the position of either accepting the amend-
nient or losing the Bill. The Government
can bring down a Bill next session to pro-
vide f or compensation.

Mr. DRAPER: The amendment has come
down from another place in the fornm of a
new clause. We arc asked to accept that
new clause, or to modify it. If we accept
the new clause, how can we modify it after-
wards? The clause must be modified before
it is accepted.

Mr. Troy: Nonsense!
Mir. DRAPER: It appears to me to be com-

mon sense.
Mr. MONEY: Standing Order 46 is clear.

There is one vote on this amendment, whichI
we can either reject, or accept. or else ac-
cept subject to mtodification. The modifica-
tion must be before the Committee with the
clause.

Mr. NUNSIE: If the vote is taken on the
niotion as moved by the Premier, and this
Committee agrees with the amendment made
by another place, I shall raise the point that
the amendment cannot be modified after-
wards.

The CHAIRMAN: On reconsideration, I
would like to say that the qnestion proposed
on this amnendument is that the amendment be
not made. That question, like any other ques-
tion, is superseded by another emotion that the
amendment be made with a modification, just
as any other motion is superseded by an
amendment. To modify the amendment would
be to reverse the Council's decision.

Ron. P. Collier: How can. the amendment
supersede the motion?

The CHAIRMAN: For the time being.
Ron. P. Collier: If that is so, how can it be

added to the motion?
The CHAIRMAN: If the Premier would

agree to withdraw his motion, the Attorney
General could move the modification.

Mr. TROY: All we have before the Com-
mittee is the Premier's Motion. We must first
agree to the motion. If the Premier's motion
is negatived, then the Attorney General's
amendment is agreed to.
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Hon. P. E. S. Willmott (Honorary Minister):
The Premier could ask leave to withdraw his
motion.

The CHAIRMAN: In order to permit the
Attorney Genera]l's modification to be moved,
the Premier's motion must be withdrawn.

Mr. PIESSE: If the Premier 's motion were
put and carried, that would be the end of the
amendment, but if it were defeated, then the
Legislative Council's amendment could be
amended. The fact of the Premier's motion
being defeated would not terminate discussion.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Would it not be
easier to get over the difficulty by the Premier
withdrawing his motion and the Attorney Gen-
eral then moving that the amendment be made
with certain modifications?

The CHAIRMA: Will the Premier agree
to withdraw his motion for the time being?
If so, I will put it to the Committee. If not,
I must stand by what I have said. If the
mover of the motion will not withdraw it I
rule that the Attorney General's motion is
properly before the Chair.

The Premier: I do not propose to withdraw.
'The CHAIRMAN: Then the question be-

fore the Chair is that the Council's amend-
ment be made, subject to the modification
''whereupon the pastoral lessee shall be en-
titled to compensation for loss or damage sus-
tained thereby.''

Ron. P. COLLIER: The Premier is entirely
opposed to the Council's amendment, and is
going to vote against it. The Attorney General
moves a modification, which is an endorsement
of the Council's amendment. Here is a divi-
sion in the ranks of Ministers. It is an extra-
ordinary situation, but I suppose it is in con-
formity with National ideals.

Mr. TROY; If the Premier, who moved that
tho Council's amendment be not made, stands
to that motion, then it is not open to the
Attorney General to move that the Council's
amendment be made, with a modification. I
suggest that the Premier's motion be put first.
That course would serve to clear the situation.

The CHAIRMAN: I should like to have the
Speaker decide this. T am still of opinion that
the amendment moved by the Attorney General
is in order. If anyone moves to dissent from
that ruling, the Speaker will decide the point.
I should be glad if this were done.

Dissent from the Chairman's ruling.
Mr. Maras: All right. I move-

That the Chairman's ruling be disagreed
with.
The Chairman: Put it in writing. I shall

be glad to accept it.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The Chairman: On Message No. 17, amnend-
ment No. 5, a motion was moved by the Pre-
mier that it be not agreed to. The Attorney
General moved as an amendment that amend-
ment No. 5 be made with the following modi-
fication, to adld the following words, ''where-
upon theo pastoral lessee shall he entitled to
compensation, etc." The member for Hartans
has disputed my ruling on the ground that the
amendment is a direct negative of the ques-
tion. I maintain that the hon. member is

wrong, because a direct negative to the mo-
tion would be that amendment No. 5 be made
without modification.

Mr. Troy: The question now before the
House is the point of order raised by the
member for Hannans, that the ruling of the
Chairman is not in order, the Chairman having
ruled that it is possible for the Premier to
move a motion that the amendment by the
Legislative Council be not agreed to, and at
the same time he accepts a motion from the
Attorney 'General that the amendment be
agreed to with certain modifications. It would
be inconsistent to accept any amendment
which is a direct negative of the motion. How
can the two be before the Committee at the
samte time? The proper course to adopt would
be this: that the Premier's motion, that the
amendment be not agreed to, be rejected or
accepted. If it is accepted that ends the mat-
ter, but if it is rejected the Attorney General
can then move a modification to it.

Mr. Massie: It is not competent for the
Chairman to accept the motion be did unless
the Committee gave the Premier permission
to withdraw his motion. I contend that the
Chairman is out of order in accepting a mo-
tion agreeing to the Council's amendment
with certain modifications on top of the mo-
tion of the Premier that thme am~endmnent be
not agreed to.I

The Attorney General: We are bound by
Section 46 of the Constitution Act Amendment
Act, which says that the Assembly ,nay, if it
thinks fit, make such amendments, or any of
them, with or without modification, to the
amendments of the Legislative Council. If
the Premier's motion were rejected it would
mean the acceptance of the Council's amend-
ment without nmodification, and it would not
be proper to move afterwards that it be ac-
cepted with modification.

lion. T. Walker: It is not competent for
the Premier to move that an amendment be
not agreed to and at the same time entertain
a directly opposite motion that it be agreed to
with a modification. They are each negatives
of the other.

Mr. Speaker: I am sorry I cannot see eye
to eye with the arguments advanced against
the ruling of the Chairman. The Premier
moved that the amendment of another place
be not made. Another amendment was moved,
on thati, that the amendment be made with a
modification.

Mr. Troy: No.
Members: Yes.
Mr. Troy: It should more properly be

called an addition.
Mr. Draper: A condition.
Mr. Troy: The amendment is an addition

and should be accepted after the motion has
been disposed of.

Mr. Speaker: The amendment of another
place reads: -"Insert a new subelause, to
stand as Subelanse (4), as, follows:-(4.) The
power of resumption conferred on the Gov-
ernor by Section 4 of the Land Act Amend-
ment Act, 1906, may be exercised to enable
land so resumed to be disposed of to dis-
charged soldiers for agricultural, grazing, or
pastoral purposes,'' and, the Attorney General
moved to add the following words, "where-
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upon a pastoral lessee shall be entitled to
compensation." If those words be added, it
will be a modification of the amendment of
another place. The Premier's motion was that
the amendment he not made. The argument
of the member for Menzies was that the
amendment' by the Attorney General was a
direct negative. By no stretch of imagination
can it be said that it is a direct negative. It
is not a direct negative and I uphold the
ruling of the Chairman.

'Mr. Troy- The Premier has moved that the
amendment be not made. The Attorney Gen-
eral moves that it be made.

Mr. Speaker: With a modification.
Mr. Troy: How can there be before the

House at the same time a motion which says
an amendment shall not he made and another
which says it shall be made even though 'with
inodilications! I give it up.

Dissent from Mr. Speaker's ruling.

Hon. T. Walker: I move-
That the House dissent from the Speaker 's

ruling.
If there be a motion before the Chair that an
amendment be not made there cannot be an
amendment moved as well that it be made,
even though a modification is proposed. One
is a negative of the ether, and it would be
inconsistent f or a ruling like that which has
just been given to stand.

Mr. Munsie: On the ruling which has just
been given the Chairman will then have to put
a question after this fashion: The Premier's
motion is still before the House and the only
question 'will be "that the amendment be not
made with the following modification.",

Question put and negatived.

Committee resumed.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I am surprised at
the action of the Premier in regard to this
matter. The Premier desires to make out
that he wishes to serve all persons alike. Hle
brings forward a Bill which gives the Gov-
erment power to resume any land in an agri. -
cultural area above the value of £5,000. That
has been approved of. After agreeing to pay
proper compensation to the person whose land
has been resumed he objects to a motion which
is moved whereby a pastoralist can also be
paid compensation on the valne of his im-
provements. 'Why should the pastoralist be
put on a different footing from the agrieul-
turistl Why should we make thle distinction!
The Premier's action is unworthy of the leader
of a great party. The future of this State is
population, for the danger of this State is
its North. We can settle our North only by
providing areas in 'which people can settle.
The American trusts are getting hold of our
North. I wonder that the Premier has placed
his colleague in such an invidious position.

The Premier: I did not oppose the Attorney
General Is amendment.

Ron. W. 0. ANOWIN: But the Premier re-
fused to withdraw his amendment so as to
permit the Attorney General to move his. The
member for West Perth pointed out that the
clause was IUfair because of the absence of

provision for compensation. I hope he will
support the clause with compensation. Had
the Premier acceded to the Chairman's sug-
gestion to withdraw the motion, all this trouble
and time would have been saved.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Attorney General
says his motion will be carried. If I were sure
of that, I would not labour the question at
this hour. But we have to remember that the
Premier and leader of the Government is
against us. This discussion is necessitated
by the division in the ranks of the Govern-
ment.

The Premier: I never said I would vote
against the Attorney General.

Ron. P, COLLIER: Because of the Pre-
mier's attitude we have spent three hours try-
ing to get round his motion. 'Why does not
the Premier support this clause, 'which comes
from the bulwark of the Constitution, the
Legislative Council?

The Premier: One cannot agree on all points.
Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier agrees

with another place when it is something
against the interests of the people gener-
ally. Repudiation has -been mentioned in this
connection, but that word applies only to those
who fail to keep the promises madie to
our soldiers before they went to the Front.
The Premier Says to the returned soldier, "Go
where you will, but keep off our sheep runs."
'What is there sacred about the pastoralistt
I did not think there was one man ifi either
House 'who would be prepared to say that
pastoral lanids should not be made available
to our returned soldiers. I move an amend-
met-

' That the words "for loss or damage sus-
tained thereby" be omitted from the
amendment moved by tile Attorney General,
and that the words "as provided in Sec-
tions 146-148 of the Land Act, 1906, 'with
ten per centumn on the assessed value of ira-
prDVernents added for severance," be in-
serted in lien thereof.

The words "'complensation for loss or damage
,sustained" would bring into the question the
pastoralist's good-will, deprivation of lease-
hold, and so forth. Under a clause so worded
the compensation would be so heavy that no
pastoral holding would or - could ever be re-
sumed for the henefit of a returned soldier.
The Committee has been under the impression
that this amendment Provides for the resump-
tion of pastoral leasebolds. But it does -no-
thinq~ o6 the kind; it has nothing to do with
pastoral leaseholds. If there should be any-
thing like repudiation or con fiscation involved
in my amendment, it is only the same class of
renoudiation or confiscation as has been in our
land Isaislation since 1906. All the power of
resumption is in the Act now. .The amendment
does not affect that. All -we are concerned with
4how is the cornnensation, and if thle compen-
sation prescribed in the Act is fair and equnit-
able, why not continue to use iti My amend-
ment provides for that.

Mr. Pilkineton: But resumption for agri-
cultural purposes, as provided in the Act, means
onily a relatively small area of land.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Whether the area is
large or small, compensation has9 to be pro-
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vided -for the area taken. The principle is
not affected.

Mr. Draper: The provision in the Act is
pot contrary to the lease, whereas what you
propose is contrary to the lease.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Well, I move my amend-
snont.

The CHAIRMAN: The Attorney General
4as moved that the Council Is amendment be
inade with a modification. Mr. Collier has
moved to strike out from the modification "for
Loss or damage sustained thereby,'' and to
insert in lieu ''as provided in Sections 140,
147, and 148 Of the Land Act, 1906. "1

The PREMIER: The amendment moved by
the leader of the Opposition brings us hack to
precisely our starting point. The position I
took tip is a perfectly sound one. There is no
palogy between the agricultural freeholder
and the pastoral lessee. It was never intended
by the framers of the Land Act of 1898 that
pastoral lands should be resumned for pastoral
purposes. The very wording of the section
is clear evidence of that. No court of law
would ever hold that the section applied to
resumptions for pastoral purposes. This
is the interpretation I have always given
to the section. If we are going to place the
pastoral lessee in the same position as the
holder of agricultural land, we should allow
him to retain a certain amount of his lease-
hold. lie should not be- entirely dispossessed
of his holding. The question is too important
to be dealt with in a short time. Where the
Government find that a man is doing good
work on his land I do not think they would
compulsorily acquire that land, but where a
man is not fulfilling his duties to the State,
we would not allow him to hold all that land.
It would not be equitable to take a pastoral
lease from one pastoral lessee and give it
to another, when the former was fulfilling his
duties upon it. I knew there was not need to
withdraw my motion.

[Mr. Foley took the Chair.]

Hon. P. Collier: Not when it would hove
helped us out of a tangle?

Mr. TROY: I think we should report pro-
gress, and arrive at an amendment to-morrow
which will meet with the desires of hon. mem-
bers. I move--

That progress he reported.
Motion put and negatived.
Mr. TROY: I support the amendment of the

leader of the Opposition, because I am of opin-
ion that the amendment of the Attorney Gen-
eral is loaded. The conditions will be such
that it will be impossible for any person to
hold a pastoral lease. Parliament has given a
renewal of these leases for the next 28 or 20/
years. The pastoralist could therefore claim
damage and goodwill for the next 28 or 29
years. It would be infamous for us to agree
to the Attorney General's proposal. We knows
full well what it means. If boa, members
accept his amendment there will be litigation
over the resumptions, and the leaseholder will
claim full compensation for all the money
which would acmue to hint for the following
28 years.

Mr. Johnston: Is the amendment of the
leader of the Opposition fair and reasbbhable9

Mr. TROY: Ye, because it provides comn-
p)ensation which obtains in regard to other
leases to-day I am also prepared to put in
the 10 per cent for disturbance and incen-
venicnce. I urge upon the Attorney General
to report progress.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I am surprised at the
democratic view taken by the Council in this
matter in their patriotic desires to put the re-
turned soldier on pastoral land without con-
pensatien. They are runniing the risk of doing
considerable injustice to a number of people.
There is an undoubted right of the part of the
lessees to receive compensation if their leases
are resumed. They wvill say "Thank God
there is a lower House to protect them from
the hasty legislation of the Legislative Coete-
il. " The Upper House is apparently pre-

pared to ruin a large number of people who
have big interests in the country. We are en-
titled to give the retained soldiers every op-
portunity to settle on small pastoral areas
provided proper compensation is given to the
owners of the leases.

Mr. PICKERING: I am at a loss to under-
stand why the Premier moved to disagree with
this motion. I agree that sonic provisions
should be made for the payment of compenlsa-
tion. Seeing that the Government knew that
this question was going to be placed before
the House, something ought to have been sug-
gested which could be accepted. I am in ac-
cord with the amendment made by the Upper
House.

Mr. TROY: I suggest that the leader of the
Opposition be permitted to alter his ameond-
niont by adding to it, ''Teni per cent. of the
assessed value of the improvements for dis-
turban ee.'' That will mecan compensation for
improvements plus 10 per cent of the assessed
value of the improvements for disturbance.

Hon. P. Collier: I will agree to that.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The only

difference between my amendment and that
suggested by the leader of the Opposition is
that I propose compensation for that which
is taken, and the leader of the Opposition
proposes partial compensation.

Mr. Draper: Very partial.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If hon. main-

hers are genuine they will support my amend-
nment. One cannot ay on the spur of the
moment what loss or damage a particular man
may sustain, and we cannot make hard and
fast rules. My proposal is plain and simple.
It is) that if any loss or damage is sustained
by reason of the resumption it would be paid
for.

Hon. T. Walker:- Who is to assess the loss?
The Attorney General: The Supreme Court.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I would not mind the

Attorney General's amendments if some tri-
bunal wore specified that would assess the
amount of the loss. There is no machinery in
the measure whereby the damage or loss can
be assessed. Therefore the pastoralist would
go to the court and then on to the Full Court
and probably the High Court and very likely
the Privy Council. Then the pdstoralist would
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claim an enormous sum for damage, and be
would produce evidence to show what his
average profits had been for years past, and
base his claim on those profits.

The Attorney General: Theo court world
not allow such an argument to be made for
five minutes; the court would tell you to sit
down.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We know, of course,that that would not be the measure of dam-
age. The amount of the award for loss would,
however, under the amendment he such that
not one acre of pastoral land would fall to a
soldier in this State.

Mr. TROY: The Attorney General says he
wants to give fair compensation. The leader
of the Opposition says he wants to give
partial compensation, and lie refers to our
existing land legislation in this connection:
''The fair value of the existing improve-
mets Under the Attorney General's
amnendnment there would be ten per cent, for
disturbance. The Discharged Soldiers' Set-
tlement Bill allows nothing whatever f or dis-
turbance.

Mr. Draper: I beg your pardon; that Bill
refers to the Public Works Act.

Mr, TROY: Under the Attorney General's
amndnment there would be endless litigation.
The Attorney General's% amendment has only
one purpose-to make the position so imipos-
sible, and so to over-capitallise leaseholds, as
to render the taking up of pastoral land im-
practicable for the returned soldier.

Mr. NAIRN: The question of the disposal
of stock seems to me the most important pro-
blean for the grazier's consideration.

lion. P. Collier: The same objection ap-
plies to all resumptions of pastoral land.

Mr. NAIRN: We must make seine proper
provision regarding the stock. For a good
many years our pastoralists had a rocky time.
They are now having prosperous times. But
that is no reason for making them anybody's
prey.

lion P. Collier: Nobody proposes that.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Sonic stations in

the North are not stocked tip by thousands of
acres, and there might be no need to take
away any area actually required by the pas-
toralist. As regards payment for compensa-
tion, the improvements paid for would be-
conic the property of the soldier taking up
the leasehold area.

Mr. MUNSTE: I trust the Committee at
this late hour will agree to the amendment of
the leader of the Opposition. No pastoral
land will ever be resumed for returned sol-
diers ,,nder the conditions proposed by the
Governinent. The Legislative Council did
good work in inserting its amiendmnt. The
real mistake was made when this House
forced through the Bill which it did a couple
of sessions ago. If a. pastoral lessee is using
his lea'se to the fullest extent, no Govern-
meat would attempt to resume it. But many
of the leases could carry more than double
the stock that is on them, as is the case on
the Minderoo station. I am in favour of the
amendment as it stands. No Government
would be silly enough to resume land to the

detriment of the State. If the Attorney
General's amendment is carried it will hold
out to the returned soldier soniething which
he can never hope to get; and even if the re-
turned soldier got it, it would be at a price
which would preclude him from miaking a
living on a resumed pastoral area.

Amendment (Hon. P. Collier's) on the
amendment (Attorney General's) put, a divi-
sion taken, and the following result de-
clared;

Ayes ..............
Noes ..............

12
22

Majority against -. 10

Point of Order.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: I desire to chal-

lenge the vote. There are only 19 members
in front of yoa, Sir. Three others are behind
the Chair.

The Chairman: Standing Order 199 states
that every member present in the House
when the question is put shall be re-
quired to remain and vote. My ruling is
that anyone in this Chamber must vote, and
the fact that members are in the Chamber is
sufficient for me to say they are entitled to
vote.

Dissent from the Chima' Ruling.

lHon. WV. C. Angwin: I move-.
That the Chiairman's ruling be disagreed

with.
- [The -Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The Chairman: There was a division on
the question before the Committee. I gave
out the result of the division as, Ayes. 22,
Noes 12. The member for North-East rre-
mantle took exception to this, and moved
that my ruling be disagreed with, on the
ground that there were three hon. members
who constituted that 22 sitting on seats,
behind the Chair, I ruled that, a they, were
in the House, they were entitled to vote.

Mr. Speaker: I presume the hon. mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle i& relying on
Standing Order 197, which is as follows:-

When the doors have been locked, and
iall theo members are in their places, the
Speaker shall put the question before the
House, and then direct the ''Ayes'' to
take seats to the right of the Chair, and
the ''Noes'' to the left, and shall appoint
one teller for each party.

Where were the members sitting when the
division was taken to which objection has
now been raised9

The Premier: On the three chairs at the
back of the Chamber.

Mr, Speaker: I know that votes have
been taken when members have been sitting
on those chairs, but under the Standing
Orders they should not count. I think bon.
members will remember that I have removed
them from there in order that they might
take their proper places. If there are no
seats available in a division, members stand
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along thle sick of the Chamber oc
are recording their votes. Ift
sees a member on the floor of
he would not be entitled to ace
unless lie had moved to hisp
chairs are merely for distinguis
According to the Standing Ord
bers were on those chairs, their
not count. In view of that, I d4
the ruling of the Chairman, Siti
been the custom for votes to
from these chairs. I do not tip
ing, so that it may serve as a,
-to members in future to record
iii the way the Standing Orders

Committee resumed.

[Mr. Stubbs resumed the

Hon. WV. C. ANGWIN: Will
the vote correctly now?

The CHAIRMAN: In vi(
Speaker's decision, I must ask ti
her to give me the names of t
to whom he referred.

Hon. WV. C. Angwin: They w
inter for Works, the member f
and the member for York.

The CHAIRMAN: The nan,
three members will, therefore, h
off the division list. The result
Sionl is now-

Ayes
Noes

Majority against

AES
Mr.
M4r.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Angwi a
Chess
Collier
Harrison

Jones
Lu toy
Muttony

Nos.
Mrn. Angelo
Mr. Broom

Mr. Brown
Mr. Draper
Mr. fluff

lir. flurack
Mr. Hudson
Mr. Johnston
Mr. Letroy
Mr. Mitchell

Amendment

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mr.

Mr.
Mi.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Roo
Tmo
Wa
Wilt

Mu,

Na!

Pie
Pit
Rt.
Tei
Urn

Ha

(M~r. Collier's) tin

The CHAIRMAN: The que
that the Council's amendment b
a muodification.

Amendment (tile Attorney G
and a division taken'with the
gulf:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority fi

nwhich they
he Chairman

the House,
opt his vote
lace. Thege
lied visitors.
ers, if mem.m
votes should
o not ulphold
bough it has
be recorded
bold the rub1
ninstruction
*their votes
provide.

Chair.]

you declare

aw of the
ce hon. mem-

Mr. Angelo
Mr. Brouen

Mr. Brown
Mr. Draper
Mr. Duff

Mr. flurack
Mr. Foley
Mr. George
Mr. Giffiths
Mr. HIckmott
Mr. Hudson
Mr. Johnston

Ayes.
Mr.
M r.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mit.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mir.

Lerroy,
itcheill

Muliany
Nairn
Pickerinog
Please
Pllklngton
B. T. Robinson
Teesdale
Underwood
Wilimoti
Ha rdwick

(Totler.)

NOS.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mir
Mr.

Angwln
Chession
Collier
Xo o c
Lutey

Amendment thus passed.

Mr. Rocke
Mr. Troy
Mr. Walker
Mrt. Willoock
Mr. Munsie

(roller.)

hie members Tho CHAIRMAN: Amendment No. 6-
Mr. MUNSIE: But what happened to the

ere the Min- Premiier's motion? We have just voted
~or Pingelly, on that moved by the Attorney General.

The Premier: My motion went.
tes of those -,rI. MUNSIE: No, it (lid not.
ave to come The CHAIRMAN: The question we Just
of the dini- agreed to was that the Legislative Council's

ameodment be made with a modification.12 Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier's motion
19 has not yet been disposed of. We have been
- dealing with the amendment. The Premier's

7 motion is still before the Committee.

Mr. TROY: The Premier's motion has not
been put. The Premier's motion was that

ke the amendment be not made. What has hap.
y pencil to it?

Iwer The Premier: I withdrew it.
ceock Hon. W. C. Angwin: Oh no, you did not.
ate You were urged several times to withdraw

(Teller.) it but you refused to do so.
Hon. P. Collier, The Premier's motion is

somewhere about the House.
The PREIER: WVill you allow me to

tin withdraw it now?
Loring Members: No.
sea The CHAIRMAN: The Committee, whether
kington rightly or wrongly, have carried the Attorney
T. Robison General's amendment that the amendment of

csas! the Legislative Council be made with a modi-
derwood fication. There is no doubt about that.
llmott Mr. TROY: The Premier moved a motion
rd,.lck before that but he did not withdraw it. The

(Teller.) leader of the Opposition moved an amendment
us negatived. but that was voted down. The amendment

stion now isof the Attorney General has been accepted.
e aewt Now ,where is thme Premier's motion? 'We
made with d'never have got into this tangle if the

vote on the Premier's motion had been taken
enoral's) Pnt apart, and then the Attorney General's amend-
following re- ment could have been disposed of.

en. T. Walker: This is a comedy of errors.
24 Mr. Johnston: The Premier might withdraw
10 his motion now.
- Hon. P. COLLIN?5: He cannot do so. The
14 Standing Orders will not allow him. There is
- no escaping from the fact that the Premier's

or
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motion is still before the Committee and it
wilt have to be put.

Hon. Ti WALICER: The motion which you,
Mr. Chairman, will now lhare to put will be
something like this, ''That the amendment be
not made and that it be made with the follow-
ing modifications.

The CHAIRM AN: The Premnier moved that
the amendment be not made. If the Attorney
General thereupon had moved an amendment
to omit the word "not" and add certain words,
the matter wouldI have been in order. But,
as customary, the amendment was shortened in
the form in whieh it -was passed. That is the
common sense view.

Hon. T, WALKER: You could not possibly
read into the motion, Mr. Chairman, what you
thougmt the Attorney General meant.

The CHAIRMAN: I have decided that the
Committee hare agreed to the Legislative
Council's suggested amnendmient with a modi-
fication, and there the matter ends so far as
the Chair is concerned.

Point referred to the Speaker.

'Mr. TROY: Without ny personal feeling to
yourself, Sir, because I respect your honesty
in the matter very much, I must point out that
lied the Attorney General's amnendnment been
that the word I o be struck out, that amnend-
ment should have been put to the Committee
in this form, "That the word 'not' be struck
out.'' I more-

That the matter be referred to the Speaker.

The CHAIRMEAN: May I suggest that I
iatended to say that the effect of the Attorney
General 's amendment was to move that the
word ''not'' be struck out.

Ron. W. C. ANGWIN: Surely the Chairman
cannot put into a motion words whbich it does
not contain.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

M1r. Stubbs: The Legislative Council in
Mfessage No. 17 desired to add a new clause
to stand as Clause 110. The Premier moved
that the request be not agreed to. Thereupon
the Attorney Geaeral moved an amendment,
"That the following words be added to the
Legislative Councail's amendment: 'Whereupon
the pastoral lessee shall be entitled to compen-
sation therefor.' " On a division the Comn-
nmittee decided by 24 voies to 10 to accept
the Attorney General 's modification on1 the
Legislative Council's amendment. I maintain
that the effect of the carrying of the Attorney
General's amendment is to supersede the
Premier's motion that the amendment be not
agreed to. I stated to the Committee my
reasons for this view. The member for Mt.
Magnet has moved that the matter be referred
to you, Mr. Speaker, contending that the ques-
tion has not been properly stated by me. Being
of opinion that the Premier's amendment had
been superseded, I refused to put it as a sub-
pstantive motion.

Mr. Troy: The Chairman has stated that
the Premier 's original motion was superseded.
The Chairman also said the Attorney Gen-

[69]

oral's amndment was to strike out ''net"
from the Premier's motion, which was that
the Council's amendment be not made. If the
Attorney General moved that ''not'' be struck
out the question should have been, that the
word proposed to be struck out stand part of
the question. That was never put to the House,
nd therefore all the subsequent proceedings
are entirely out of order and irregular.

The Attorney General: But I did not move
that at all.

Mry Troy: That is what I have said. Yet
it is claimed that the Attorney General moved
that the word ''not'' be struck out.

The Attorney General: I do not think any-
body claims that.

Hon. T. Walker: It has been held that the
Attorney General's amendment was in order.
If so, since the amendment was carried the
motion as amended must he put. The Chair-
man said that the Attorney General's motion
superseded the Premier's motion. Hle makes
them two substantive motions, which cannot be
entertained at one and the same time. The
Premier refused to withdraw his motion.
Therefore, time only way in which the Attor-
necy General's omotion could be considered was
to designate it an amendment, and as the rul-
ing of the Chair was that it was an amend-
meat .I submit that we have to take the amend-
meat ia relation to the original motion. So
the question that should he before the Com-
mnittee is the Premier's motiou as amedded by
the Attorney CGeneral's Amendment. But the
Chairman has refused to put it, and has tried
to amend the motion already put by saying
that the Attorney General nmoved as an ameond-
lotiun of ''not.'' Of course the Attorney Gen-
eral dlid nothing of the sort.

Mr. Speaker: When I gave my previous
ruling I had in umy hand this description of
tme nmotion by the Clerk, ''The Premier moved
that the Council's amendment be net made. To
that the Attorney General moved as anamend-
ment that the Council's amendment be made,
with the following modification."1 The posi-
tion now is that the Attorney General 's amend-
ment has been carried, and therefore the
question before the Committee is that the
Council'Is amndment be made, with the fol-
lowing modification, "whereupon the pastoral
lessee shall be entitled to compensation for
loss or damage sustained thereby." That is
the question which should be put from the
Chair.

Hon. T. Welker: Whiere is the Premier's
motion?

Mr. Speaker: The Premier 's motion was
that the Council's amendment be not made.
The amendment by the Attorney General wee
that it be made with certain modifications.
That has been carried, and therefore the Pre-
mier 'a motion has absolutely gone. The At-
torney General's amendment destroyed the
motion of the Premier. That is my inter pre-
tation.

Mr. Troy: An amendment cannot be moved
unless it is relevant to the motion, The Pre-
mier 's motion was that the Council's amend-
ment be not made; the Attorney General's
amendment was that the Council's amendment
be made, subject to conditions. One in a dis-
tinct negative of the other.

17D7
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Mr. Speaker: We will not discuss that. I
rule that the question to be put is that the
Council's amendment be agreed to with the
modification.

Hion. T. Walker: I must move to disagree
with your ruling. It is not only monstrous,
but absolutely ridiculous. If there is anything
that would make this House a laughing stock,
it would he the interpretation which you have
placed on the position. The House can never
tolerate Mr. Speaker phrasing a resolution
which has never been moved from the floor.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member is not fair
in stating that, because I decided earlier on
it, and hon. members dlid not take exception
to it.

Hon. T. Walker: The words of the motion
cannot be altered by Mir. Speaker speaking
from the Chair.

Mr. Speaker: I have taken them as they
were taken down by the clerk.

Hon. T. 'Walker: The original motion, that
the Council's amendment be not made, was
put from the Chair in that phraseology, and it
cannot be altered.

Mr. Speaker: The Committee have altered
it by their vote; they have negatived it.

I-on. T. Walker: No. They have not altered
the original motion, and as no words have been
omitted by the Committee the original motion
must stand.

The Attorney General: Who do you suggest
has altered itl

Hon. T. Walker: It was altered from the
chair.

Mr. Speaker: The Premier's motion was that
amendment No. 5 be not made. To that the
Attorney General moved that the amendment
he made, with a modification. I believe the
Committee has carried the amendment moved
by the Attorney General. That being so, the
amendment stands with the addition of the
words added to it by the Attorney General,
and the question is that the amendment be
mrade, with the modification. The Premier's
motion has been discharged. The Committee
bave voted on the words "that the amendment
be niot made."

Hon. T. Walker: No, you are worng.
Mr. Speaker: The motion that the Council's

amendment be agreed to with a modification has
been accepted.

Ron. P. Collier:- Where are the Premier 's
words?

Mr. Speaker: They have been disposed of.
Hon. P. Collier: Not at all.
Hon. T. Walker: You cannot dispose of

them,
Mr. Speaker: I have given my ruling.
Hon. T. Walker: And I am giving my reasons

for disagreeing with your ruling. I must give
those reasons to the House.

Mr. Speaker: We must discuss business as
it should be discussed.

Hon. T. Walker: That is why I am on my
feet, because it is not being conducted Pro-
perly. The amendment has -been put, but it is
an amendment to the motion. It is impossible
to get rid of a motion in this way. It is an
interference with our privileges and rights to

take away a miotion and say that it has gone
because the amendment to it has been carried.
The amendment becomes part and pflcel of the
resolution. You rule that it was an amendment,
Puit I argue that there were two separate
mnotions.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member cannot dis-
cuss that,

Hon. T'. Walker: If your previous ruling was
correct, then the Attorney General 's motioa.
was an amendment to the motion.

-Hon. P. Collier: Where has it gone9
Hon. T. 'Walker. That is not an amendment

on the motion; it is a separate resolution, and
there wore two resolutions before the Chair.

Mr. Speaker: It amends the amendment.
ron. T. Walker: You have no more right

to interrupt me than I1 have to interrupt you,
Sir. If it be an amendment on a resolution,
the resolution is part and pnrcel of the other,
and the two are to be read together. It is
now a resolution amended. The resolution ss
kecen amended, and it is the amended resolution
only that can be put. The amended resolution
is that it be not made, and the other is that
it be made.

The Premier: It was put as amended.
Hon. T. Walker. Not at all.
Ron. P. Collier: That is what we are

arguing.
Hon. T. Walker. No one has a right to

declare a portion of a resolution destroyed or
blotted out. I must insist on my right to vote
on the resolution as amended. If we do not
stand up for our privileges we may be said to
have passed something which was never in our
minds at all. It is not pleasurable to dissent
from your ruling, Sir, but I hope the House
will vote to disagree with your ruling.

Mr. Johnston: I would point out that
''May" speaks of the use of the "previous
question."I I submit that the only way we
will get out of the position we have got into,
is by adopting the use of this ''previous ques-
tion." I move therefore-

That the previous question moved by the
Premier be not now put.
Mr, Troy. I am glad the lion, member

said he was approaching this matter with all
due humility. He requires to do so. The
previous question was a subterfuge, a means
of getting rid of a new question without tas-
ilg a vote. You, Mr. Speaker, have said that
the Premier's motion has been discharged.
That cannot be so. No matter can be dis-
charged except by motion of the Rouse.

Hon. P. Collier: We should recognise the
House has8 got to an imupasse through following
a course of procedure which was irregular. I
am prepared to allow the matter to drop and
to permit the Chairman to submit the question
in his own way, provided he admits that the
Committee were wrong.

Hon. T. Walker:. That can only be done by
the consent of the House. On that understand-
ing, I withdraw my motion against the Chair
and then the question can be put.

Mr. Speaker: Is it the wish of the House
that the hon. member's motion be withdrawn?

Members: Aye.
Motion by leave withdrawn.
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Committee resumed.
The CHAIRMAN: The question is that the

amendment made by the Legislative Council
be made subject to the modification moved by
the Attorney General.

Question put and passed.
No. 6. Clause 11.-Ia the first proviso, after

the wards "discharged soldier," in line two,
insert "o in case of a deceased soldier the
surviving relative that in the board's opinion
is most deserving of consideration'':

The PREMIER: I do not think it is neces-
sary to put in these words. The soldier should
have the right to say in his will to whom the
land should be left. I move-

That the amendment be not made.
Mr. MUNSTE: The Bill provides at present

that if a soldier gets a block of land and
wishes to transfer it, he can transfer it to
whom he likes; but that if the person to whom
he transfers is not also a returned soldier, the
transferee has to pay the full amount of the
rent. Suppose a married soldier had land, and
wanted to leave it to his wife, in the ease of
'his deathI

The ATTORNEIY GENERAL: Then the
wife is a. depeudant.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not made.

No. 47. Clause 17-Add at the end of the
clause the following: ''but before any such
action be taken by tbe trustees, the board must
be consulted and its approval obtained, any
difference of opinion between the two bodies
-to be referred to the Minister, whose decision
-shall be final'':

The PREMIER: I agree with that amend-
inent, end I mov--

That the amendment be made.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment made.
No. 8. Clause 27-Alter the words "Gov-

ernor may" strike out "with the sanction of
the Government":

The PREMIER: The words struck out are
-unnecessary. The Governor has not power to
do anything whatever without the consent of
his Ministers. I move--

That the amendment be made.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment made.
No. 9. Clause 30, Suhclause (1), line 1-

Strike out "as early as possible',' and insert
"Within two months"; and after the word

p41repared,'' line 2, insert "4and printed":-
The PREMIER: I am agreeable to this

amendment. I move--
That the amendment be made.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment made.

ResolutionsH reported, the report adopted, and
a Message accordingly returned to the Legisla-
tive council.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.
The PREMIER (Hon. H. B. Lefroy-

Moore) [1.57]:- I move-
That the House at its rising adjourn until

2-30 pm. (Friday).
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 1.50 a.m. (Friday).

legislative Council,
Friday, 20th December, 1918.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3 p.m.,
and read prayers.

[Foer "Papers Presented'' see ''Minutes of
Proceedings.''

QUESTION-VERMIN PROOF FENCING.
Hon. Sir Ei. Hi. WITTENOOM (without

notice) asked the Honorary Minister: Is
there any provision in the existing Vermin Act
to compel an owner to satisfactorily fence his
land with rabbit-proof fencing to the satis-
faction of an inspector and whether such
owner would be free from rates as is provided
for in the Bill just passed?

Eton. C. P. BAXTER (Honorary Minister)
replied: Under the Vermin Boerds Act, 1909t
all holdings are rateable. There is provision
to exempt from rates any holdings that are
considered encelosed with a vermnin-proof fence.

BILL-WHEAT MARKETING ACT
AMEN DMENT.

Report adopted and a Message accordingly
forwarded to the Assembly requesting it to
make the amendments, leave being given to sit
again on receipt of a Message from the As.
sembly.

BILL-EARLY CLOSING ACT AMEND-
MENT.

'Report stage-BUi discharged.
The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon. H. P.

Colebatch -East) [3.5])1: 1 feel in a difficult
position in regard to this Bill. The Govern-
ment promised to introduce a Bill on certain
lines and did so. It is evident to me that to
persevere with a Bill on these lines would
mean that several hours would be occupied in
debating it, and that all possibility of getting
it through this House and another place be-
fore the cad of the session would be lost. It
has been suggested that the Bill should be
amended on other lines, the fixing of the hours
by Parliament. That matter has been consid-
ered by the Government. The Government pre-
viously rejected a proposal that they should
submit a Bill fixing the hours by Act of Par-
liament and they are still of that opinion.
Therefore I am not in the position to support
ank amendment to fix the hours. I admit I am
unable to carry out the promise I made end
f am prepared to admit also that I have failed
in the promise which I gave. I accept the re-
sponsibility and move-

That the Bill be discharged from the
Notice Paper.
Hon. H. MILLINGTON (North-East)

[as]1: I do not know whvat my position is
in connection with this matter, This is a Bull.
in which I am particularly interested. I do
not know whether the Colonal Secretary will
object to an amendment from me which might


